


From Happy Puppy preg Lee Rosevere:

This compilation of song-posms by the great Rodd Keith is from the private
collection of Bob Purse, music-lover and music-maker (see Happy Puppy for
The Many Mocds of Bob Purse”).

[’ve been a fan of Rodd’s a little over 15 years, when I first heard the

MSR Madness CDs, and started collecting whatever song-poems I could. In
Canada, there aren’t a lot of them to be found.. I imagine they are much
more common in the USA (given the nature of many of the poets were from
the States, this 1sn’t surprising).

However, 1t does make 1t difficult to discover them — ebay auctions have
gotten tremendously over-priced since the PBS “Off the Charts” songpoem
story documentary, and that’s why I can thank Bob for sharing his massive
collection on his blog The Wonderful and the Obscure.

He posts not just Rodd Keith tracks, but many many other wonderful gems
that you should really visit hus site to find for yourself. However,

since I’m a big Rodd fan and Bob’s online arcluve 1s massive, I thought 1t
would be fun to put together this compilation of Rodd’s tracks that Bob
has previously shared and I also thanks Bob for giving me permission to do
this.

Some of the tracks might not seem all that special, or “weird”, but not
everything Rodd did was like that. However, there are always little
moments in the songs that make them special and make them distinctly
unique to his productions.

As Bob puts it, “I'm not really part of the Rodd cult - I enjoy his
records about on a par with any other song-posm artist or label, loving
some and finding others deadly dull, and everything in between - but 1
know I'm in the munority with that viewpoint.”



1. Rod Rivers and the Big Action Sound - Before I Go Out (Action 1040a) (T aliere Haneock)
2. Rod Rivers and the Big Action Sound - The Splendor of Love (Action 10400) (Tl Hancock)

"Here's a great one from Rodd Keith, masquerading az Rod Fivers and the

"Big Action Sound", on the Achion label. ‘crlo“
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This song title "Before I Go Out" 1an't all that intriguing, but the lyric
1s great - when Iynicist Valliere Hancock uses the phrase "Go Out”, she
adds "Like a Light", and the r=st of the words maks it cl=ar that she's
tallking about all the things she wants to do and learn before she dies!
Tiww 211
Rodd's bnilliant uss of the Chamberlain, as well as his vocal stylingg,

only add to the fun I'd be surprised if this wasn't recorded around the

same tme as the aqually jazzy and atmospheric "Tom Dooley Last Whll and
Testament" (from the Noms the Troubadour album, and which svaryone
reading thiz words should hear, if you haven't already). Like that song,

Hus has a coal, laid back vocal that nonestheless fits the unusual words.
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For the B-side, the same writer submitted another song, "The Splendor of
Lowve", She shows none of the spunt that makes the A-side so interesting,
going so far as to borrow the opsning line from a former #1 song which was
heavily identified wath that same opening line, "Love ig a Many Splendorad
Thing",

Easily the best thing about this song 1s the Chamberlain track that Rodd
created tor it At tumes, it remunds me of some of the John Lennon
Mellotron sxpeniments which are available on bootlegs (the Msllotron being
essentially the same instrument as a Chamberlan). There is a moment in
the backing track from about the 1:45 pomnt to the 2:00 point wluch [ find
to be nothing short of gorgsous, and which certainly shows off Rodd's
keyboard genius." SHADOWS IN MY HEART

3. Rod Rogers - Shadows in My Heart (Film City 1061a) (Phdis 4lietta)
4. Rod Rogers - I Walk a Lonely Street (Film City 1061b) (Pidic .Aletta)

'T sur= do like that Chamberlain sound."

3. Rod Rogers - If I Had a Million Dollars (Fondas 3305a) (Gar Fondas)
6. Rod Rogers - Sometime Tomorrow (Fondas 3305a) (Gur Fondar)

Like s=veral other song-posts Gus Kondas submuitted his lyrics to multiple
compamnies then released the resulting recordings on s own label, in his
case, the creatively titled Kondas Records label He would send lus records
to radio stationg along with a little nots, sometimes attached to the 45
sleeve. A different Kondas record in my collection came with a separate
note which read: "Compliments trom the Kondas Music Pub. Co. I you hike
them pleass give them a play, if youdon't, just throw them away, Thanks."
Today's EP came 1n a gleeve beanng this sticker:

- Program Director &
: 1 D.J's.
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| e Ty ol Py
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Music Pub. Cn’ e From Kondas



This EP contains three songs from the Film City label, and one from the
Globe Records factory The first two songs featurs Rodd Keath, as Red
Fogers | particularly enjoyed the leadotf track, "If I Had a Milion

Dollars", because it contains not only the relatively rare featurs of Rodd Mg R.RECORDS
harmomzing with lumeslf - a mice sound - but it briefly features three = 6331 Hollywood Biv
Rodds singing together at once, something I've only heard ona few racords i g HOLLYWOOD,
And of courss, 1t's got that great Film City Chamberlain sound, one of my '
favonts musical sounds in the world

The szcond Rod Rogers track, "Somstimes Tomorrow", actually featurss quite a
bit 1110:: three part singing than the prewous song, although the song
dossn'tdraw me in nearly as much as the first one does. Still, 1t's mce

to hear what this amazing ons man band could do: THE OLD SWINGING GATE

RODD KEITH

The thip side starts off wath a samba type song titled "[f | Ever Needed

You (I Need You Now)". I have little doubt that that's Rodd playing the
Chamberlain, but the identty of the singer is eluding me. He sounds

tarmbiar enough that [ know I've heard lum betore, but the name he 1s given
hers - Gene Acres - sounds like a joking reference to "Green Acres", and to
my knowledge this name has never shown up on another documentsd

song-posm record. M S.R. REUURDS

7. Rod Rogers and The Orchestra and Chorus — My Dream
(Film City 2069) (] Katona-L. Loth)

8. Rodd Keith - The Old Swinging Gate (MSE 194-1) (Harraet Jenni) i 8
9. Rodd Keith —Treasure (MSE. 194-2) (dihur Eensban) 2:45 oy

.the Chamberlan backing heard on thus 2arly MSR release of Rodd Keaith's
"The Old Swinging Gatz" is not exactly the best accompaniment to what
appears to have been an attempt at a countrified vocal performance and

RODD KEITH
sethng

10. Rodd Rogers - Rock and Roll is Back Again
(MSR 587-2) (Patvick O 'Hare)

11. Rodd Keith — You, They All Say You (Freview 1161-1 ) (Francwa Confeva)
12. Rodd Keith - Cry Upon My Shoulder (Freview 1161-2 ) (Wiliam .4 Felopg)

Both sidzs of a2 Prewiew single: I particularly enjoy the clunky lyrics
2t "You, They All Say You'.

13. Rodd Keith - Away From the Crowd (Pr=vi=w 1167a) (| M ERirera)
14. Rodd Keith - Be Wise (Frevi=w 1167b) (Donald Lyons)

The A-side, "Away from the Crowd", 1s a bit of supper club pop, complzte
witha horn section, and 18 remarkable for it's length - over 3 1/2 minutes AWAY FROM THE CROWD
- rare for a song-poem single, and a munute more than the time histed on SIHE: s

the 45 RODD KEITH

"t

The thp side 15 "Be Wise". And that's always a good 1dea



15. Rodd Keith and the Raindrops - Country Boy
(Preview 1281a) (Duvid Nagele)

..and speaking of peppy sethings going with downcast lyncg here's a
happy sounding country ssthng about having a sondie 1na war. I'm certain
that no non-Enghsh speaker, heanng thus record, would be able to gues
the subject matter.

#1281-A
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16. Rodd Keith —Suddenly (Freviz=w 1365) (Leroy E. Bonser)

17. Rodd Keith — Tear Drops (Preview 1310a) (R. G. Houston) COUNTRY BOY

18. Rodd Keith - Lonesome For You (Freview 1310b) (Flage Wals) RunD“:I-:NI";'I:l AND
THE RAINDROPS

A ruce single from the earlydays of the Preview label, from none other
than Rodd Keaith The A-sids 1s a nice piece of country flavorsd pop, titled
"Tear Drops". I really like the interplay between Rodd and the backing
vocalists on the bndge, particularly on the unlikely hne "combing my
hair".

The thp side, "Lonesome For You', 1g not nearly as interesting to me,
sounding a bit like the bland matenal that Mitch Miller produced for Guy
Mitchell in the sarly '50's. [t doeg however, have the benefit of having
beenwritten by one Flossie Waltz, who 1s (or was) the rare person whose

name could also be a dance step.

19. Rodd Keith - Goodbye My Darling (Previsw 1217a) (Besty Sranley)
20. Rodd Keith - Why Don't You Sing a Happy Song
(Preview 1217b) (Yalanda Bridee)

Here's a low-numbered (12 sarly phase) Rodd Keaith Preview single which I
have been enjopng recently I'ma tan of the b-side, but others who
particularly enjoy Rodd may find at l=ast as much to snjoy in the a-side.

"Why Don't You Sing a Happy Song" 18 downnght gooty, from the spoken
introduction, to the appropnately psppy, poppy sethng, and sspeaally
with this moment in the lyncs

"Gota few ragged clotheg but they look mighty n=at!"

It's also mteresting that the only reasons we're given to encourage ow
singing of "a happy song” are that things in the singer's lif= are going
well enough for him to be happy.

I don't know if the iming on the label (1:30) was a typo, or was
deliberately misrepresented so as to not make the song-post feel cheated
with what was actually a 92 second track

The flip side, "Goodbys, My Datling”, features a nice driving pop sound, an
excellent vocal, a catchy tune, and a neatdouble time bndge. It's the

sort of Rodd Eeith sounds like it could have besn a minor hit around 1966.
Unfortunately, my pressing 12 off center a bit, which becomes particularly
apparent dunng the fadsout.




Liner notes by Bob Purse
Label scans and vinyl-to-diggtal transter by Bob Purse.
For more song-poems wisit Bob's blog: bobpurse.blogspot.com.

This compilation produced by Lee Rosevere.

Please also check out roaratoniocom to purchﬂse MOre MUSIC b}r Rodd Keith.

Also, tzadikcom sells the excellent “I Died Today” compilation.




